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 MINUTES

Routes 146 & 77 Scenic Roads Advisory Committee
Towns of Branford and Guilford

Guilford Town Hall

December 12, 2006
8:30 A.M.

Present:   Karyl Lee Hall (Co-Chair), Pam Rackliffe, Chet Blomquist, Jeanne Kelley,

      Richard Stoecker (Asst. Branford Town Planner)
Absent:  Shirley Girioni (Co-Chair), Maureen Sherman, John Herzan
Guests :  None

The meeting was called to order at 8:40 a.m. by Co-Chair Karyl Lee Hall. 

1.
Approve September 12, 2006 minutes

Upon review of the minutes, 

Motion:
Jeanne Kelley moved to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by

            Pam Rackliffe.

Vote:

Carried - Unanimous

2.
Announcements & Correspondence

The next meeting will be held February 13, 2006.

Due to two resignations, new SRAC members are needed to fill positions. 

3.
Old Business       (Note to reader: change in agenda order)

a.
Public Act Bill #5714 Trees along Scenic Roads



Pam Rackliffe advised that ABC Tree Service was working on Route 146 this 


date, hired by CL&P. In the past, CL&P has contacted SRAC before tree 



trimming. Karyl Lee Hall advised that she had spoken with workers at 



the site regarding SRAC desire to be informed of tree trimming. There is large 


cutting around wires. It was decided that :




- Pam Rackliffe will contact CL&P and request a meeting with the new 




representative



- Scenic Roads should be trimmed with respect for plants and views  

c.
Shoreline Greenways Trails Committee (SGTC) - Chet Blomquist


Chet Blomquist submitted "Guide to Complete Streets Campaigns, March 2006, 


Sue Knaup, Ex. Dir., Barbara McCann, Consulting" noting :




- proposal included that new roads provide a pedestrian / biker pathway




- "Thunderhead Alliance" had issued a grant to SGTC  

 


b.
Federal Byways Grant Update


During discussion it was noted :




- Funding for Guilford crosswalks is the same for Branford Montowese 




Street project




- Grey cement blocks are more durable than previously used bricks, 




which have been replaced in Branford crosswalks  



 
- Guilford's Whitfield Street crosswalk near the harbor is an example





*Members will view




- State of CT Transportation Funds are available for crosswalks



It was decided that Karyl Lee Hall will :




- contact the State of CT regarding funds for Route 146 bird viewing p




platform project




- contact the Long Island Sound License Plate Grant Program regarding 




funds for a proposed plaque, in memory of Branford resident





Mel Robinson, to be installed at the Bird Viewing Platform 





* further discussion will be held at the February meeting 


Discussion was held regarding the five year old project in Branford at Montowese 

Street underpass bulkhead where sidewalks have been installed.


Of a $256,000 grant, Branford should contribute $51,000. Approximately 



$205,000 has been spent, exceeding the original grant, leaving no further funds 


for the project.  


To complete the project funding is needed for:



- further construction of parking lot 




- safety requirements for pedestrians and vehicles on and near walkway 




and boardwalk


Jan Plazeak is the current Branford Asst. Town Engineer who wrote the original 


grant. Karyl Lee Hall advised that other officials had used portions of the grant for 

other projects, which leaves no funding to complete the project.



It was decided that Karyl Lee Hall will also contact the State of CT regarding 


funding for the Bird Viewing Platform project.



During further review of the $51,000 contribution by Branford to the Montowese 


Street project, accounting practices were questioned. Chet Blomquist submitted 


an accounting list for review and copies were made for members. 



It was decided that Rick Stoecker will contact Jan Plazeak, Asst. Branford Town 


Engineer, to assist in research on the accounting and grant use issues.



Discussion continued on political hindrances to completing the project, 



reimbursement, and accounting of work and expenditures. 


At this point,
Motion:
Jeanne Kelley moved to add discussion of tractor trailer traffic on Route 77 to the 

agenda, seconded by Richard Stoecker.   

Vote:

Carried - Unanimous



Members reviewed issues of increased traffic from tractor trailers, unsafe road 


conditions due to proximity to residences and overuse of Route 77. 


Pedestrian safety concerns and damage to Route 77 by daily truck hauling 


continue on this designated scenic road, which was not designed for truck traffic.



Suggestions and information included :




- Long distance trucking companies should be rerouted




- State of CT should prohibit out of state tractor trailers on Route 77




- Greenwich has set a precedent by barring trucks in a problem area 



- Route 79 is not cost or time effective for truckers due to hills




- Pedestrian safety is a major concern at Lake Quonnipaug, Guilford 



     Town Beach 


It was decided that Pam Rackliffe will contact DOT regarding changes to 



requirements for Scenic Roads and invite DOT representatives to attend a 


regular meeting to review SRAC concerns.  




d.
Tree Replanting Program - John Herzan



Due to absence of John Herzan, there was no new information reported. 

e.
Scenic Overlay Strategy - Update


It was decided that Jeanne Kelley will continue to pursue arranging a meeting 


with neighbors and the community, concerned with the proposed Route 77 


Scenic Overlay. 

4.
New Business


It was decided that Jeanne Kelley will :



- recruit new members, preferably who reside along or have an interest n Rte. 77 



in Guilford


- reserve the Selectmen's Meeting Room at Guilford Town Hall for 2007
5.
Bills

There were no bills presented.

At 9:25 a.m. Jeanne Kelley moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Chet Blomquist, Unanimously approved. 
Respectfully submitted,
_______________________________

Judith Anderson Castellano
Recording Secretary
