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Branford Conservation and Environment Commission


P.O. Box 150


Branford Town Hall


Branford, Connecticut


MINUTES

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4, 2007

7:30 P.M. CANOE BROOK SENIOR CENTER


11 CHERRY STREET, BRANFORD, CT

Seated Co-Chair Bill Horne, Art Howe, Lindsay Mathews, Chris Sullivan, Chet Blomquist, Lindsay Mathews, Bob Davis.  

Approval of March Minutes.
During discussion, Howe questioned whether or not the Developer of River Walk is aware that the Town owns a piece of land near the cemetery.  Horne stated that he will check into it. .   

The minutes were approved by Commission consensus as amended. 

Correspondence and Announcements-
Horne read from the flyer announcing the State of the Town breakfast which is to be held on April 17th.  Spring Editions of the Habitat were handed out.  

Budget: Current fiscal year & 2007/2008 Budget-Horne will be sending in requisitions for the State of the Town Breakfast as well as for the board clerk for March and April.  The budget request for next year was accepted.  Mathews stated that the requested books will total nearly $400.00.  Horne stated that that would not be a problem, even if she exceeds it by a small amount.
Continuing Business

Permits for coastal projects-nothing to report. 
Open Space Properties: Identification and Oversight-
Blomquist stated that he has 49 out of 108 properties identified and mapped. He reported that he walked the State property on the main part of Beacon Hill and that sections are impassable due to invasives.  He placed signs near the Trolley museum on trees and one near the Marsh.  He also placed signs on Pine Orchard Road near the fire house in Stony Creek.  He also visited behind the Italian American Club.  Howe reported that they had purchased 50 signs and posts for $500.00.  Howe believed that the posts were inadvertently used by Public Works for other projects. Blomquist reviewed various post pricing.  Horne stated that they need to look at the sites to decide if poles are needed; on some parcels, trees may be suitable, in other areas, the posts will be desirable. Brief discussion occurred on the placement of signs on certain parcels, including beaches.  The Commission will use discretion on parcels regarding sign placement.  Horne stated that having a beach area as Town Open Space is valuable and residents should have access.  The RTM is aware, according to Horne, that the Commission will be placing signs.  The sites will be visited when the weather warms.  Discrepancies will be settled at that time. 
Horne recommended that Parks & Open Space maintain authority over large open space preserves like the Supply Ponds.  Smaller properties which abut larger preserves should also be under the jurisdiction of Parks & Open Space.   When Public Works Director Ed Massotta returns in June, the Commission will ask him about the missing poles.
Proposed developments and other building projects.  
Tabor Drive- (275 units of market rate housing-12 buildings) Horne reported that the Town’s Attorney stated at the March 22nd meeting that the Town should “take the deal.” The full RTM will meet on Wednesday Night.  Informational PDF’s will be up on the website
Founders Village-the vote will occur at the April 5th P & Z meeting. 
45 Linden Avenue-Horne presented his letter to P & Z; zoning related issues were also brought up.  The item was tabled by P & Z while the owner reconsiders what is needed.   

Reports

Invasive plant control-nothing to report. 

Peter Kaminsky Memorial-Kaminsky reported to Horne that the stone they had was not adequate for the sign she requested that DPW install.  Blomquist stated that the trees are leaning and not doing well.  There is a one year guarantee on the trees.  Blomquist will speak to Van Wilgen for advice. 
Vision Project-the project is moving along-several public input sessions will occur. 

Select Committee for Open Space Acquisition-Blomquist reviewed his map; 2 parcels of wetlands (discussed above) will to go to the Land Trust.  A parcel on Brushy Plains Road may be sold to the Town for Open Space. Sullivan will be in contact property owners to discuss a possible price. 
ATV Control-nothing to report.
Phase II Stormwater Committee-nothing to report.
Proposed Plan of Conservation and Development- included as part of the Vision project. 
Clean Energy Task Force-Mathews reported that the committee is very well-balanced. Sterling Planet cancelled their appearance at the last meeting.  If they do not meet with the task force, the committee will go with Community.  The Director of Heating and Cooling at Wesleyan in Middletown will attend a meeting.  A senior at Branford High is trying to sign-up 100 people for renewable energy as his senior project.  Dick Sullivan brought up the fact at the meeting that the Town gets charged by the number of telephone poles by C, L & P.  He wants to inventory the lights on the telephone poles. The consensus is that they are being over charged on units.  When Community gets on board, they will start making some purchases.  The technicians are coming down to meet with Janice Plaziak to discuss the possible building locations for the solar panels.   
Library displays- Mathews stated that the first half of the wish list came from the library, Kaminsky has donated some; Walk Book East, and the Vegetation Book are not in the library.  She would like to do a display in November. By consensus, Mathews can submit the library list.
Branford Festival -is the 16th of June.  Horne will not be in town.  The Conservation Commission, Branford River Project, Land Trust and Clean Energy Task Force will have a booth together. Clean Energy will be fronted the money from the Land Trust until the $5,000.000 grant is acquired.  The Land Trust is sending in the registration for all 4 booths to be reimbursed. 
Other Business for Discussion
Website.-Horne reported that the website is up and running.  He asked for suggestions to be sent to Karyl Lee.
Quarry Lease-nothing to report. 
Plastic Bags-Horne will send a letter to A & P as discussed at the March meeting. 
Shoreline Greenway trail-Branford-Blomquist would like to have a work party added on June 2nd for the Supply Ponds and Queach property.  

The Land Trust won an award for the part they played in the Queach acquisition.

Adjournment- By consensus @ 8:45 p.m.  
Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Magaraci,

Conservation & Environment Commission Clerk
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