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Branford Conservation and Environment Commission


P.O. Box 150


Branford Town Hall


Branford, Connecticut


Minutes

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2008

7:30 P.M. CANOE BROOK SENIOR CENTER


11 CHERRY STREET, BRANFORD, CT
Present:  Co Chair Karyl Lee Hall, Judy Myjak, Chet Blomquist, Lindsay Mathews.
Co Chair Karyl Lee Hall opened the meeting @ 7:35.

Approval of Minutes-postponed
Correspondence and Announcements-Publications from the Shoreline Greenway Trail, Town & City and other literature was distributed. 
 Budget: 2007/2008 Hall reviewed the budget.  Mathews stated that she received correspondence from Local Governments for Sustainability and the Cities for Climate Protection Campaign and suggested that the CC& E consider becoming a member.  The goal of the organization is to have climate protection be a fundamental consideration in municipal actions.  The membership fee of $600.00 includes software to aid municipalities.   Members discussed the possibility of having different town bodies working together to achieve goals.  The item will be discussed further when the full Commission is present.  
Continuing Business:
Permits for coastal projects-nothing to report.
Open Space Properties: Identification and Oversight-nothing to report. 
Proposed developments and other building projects-Churchill & Banks, developers of the Cooke Property abutting Stop & Stop along East Main Street, has submitted an application to the Inland Wetlands Agency. 
Invasive plant control-Hall will speak to Sullivan regarding continuation of the project. 
Peter Kaminsky Memorial-Autographix is re-casting the plaque because it was lost.  
Blomquist reported on Branford River Gateway, which is done, and an article that appeared in a local paper regarding the Tabor property and possible future raising of the road at the intersection.    
Vision Project-a work retreat will take place on the Vision Project. 
Reports:
Select Committee for Open Space Acquisition-A meeting will occur on January 22nd.  Ainsley Highman of the committee reported that they reviewed which properties were of a high interest.   The idea of a fund being developed for future purchases over time was discussed.   Some discussion occurred on the benefits and pitfalls of having such a fund.     
ATV Control-Highman reported that while the problem has lessened, the Pisgah Brook area is still experiencing a problem with ATV use. By ordinance, a $100.00 fine can be issued for unauthorized motor vehicles on Town property.   
Phase II Stormwater Committee-nothing to report.
Proposed Plan of Conservation and Development-Meetings will occur on January 16th, 23rd and 30th, public input has been sought.   Hall stated that she would like to see effort placed in the zoning regulations on design in an order to maintain community character.  She also stated that she would like to see a scenic overlay district (not regulatory) where recommendations could be made on roads like Route 146.   She would also like to see restrictions on big box stores on the number that can be built and to encourage local retail merchants.  Hall will speak on behalf of the CC & E at the meeting; Horne will add input from the citizens group.  Mathews and Hall will discuss the possibility of recommending a comprehensive energy plan.
Clean Energy Task Force-Mathews stated that the engineers report is done and Canoebrook has been ruled out as a recipient for the solar panels due to the trees.  Where the panels will be placed is up to the committee; the work will then go out to bid.   The installation will have to be approved by C, L, & P and the Clean Energy Fund.     Mathews has created a brochure structured to help solicit grants.  Mathews will send the link to Jenn Payne.
Library displays-Mathews asked for suggestions and recommended the “Animal Dialogues.”  
Other Business for Discussion-none.
Adjournment
Myjak moved to adjourn @ 8:50.  Mathews seconded the motion which carried, 4-0.
Respectfully Submitted, 

Laura Magaraci,

Conservation and Environment Commission Clerk
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