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Branford Conservation and Environment Commission


P.O. Box 150


Branford Town Hall


Branford, Connecticut


MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2007

7:30 P.M. CANOE BROOK SENIOR CENTER


11 CHERRY STREET, BRANFORD, CT

Seated: Co-Chair Bill Horne, Karen Hannon Carol Kaminsky, Art Howe, Eleanor Saulys, Judy Myjak, Lindsay Mathews, Chris Sullivan, Chet Blomquist and Bob Davis.
Horne called the meeting to order @ 7:35 pm

Approval of February Minutes. Kaminsky moved to approve the minutes as amended.  Howe seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 9-0
Correspondence and Announcements

The annual report was received by the Commission.
Budget: Current fiscal year & 2007/2008 Budget.
 Further invasives removal will occur at the Supply Ponds. $4,500.00 remains in the budget for the year.  Horne reported that he will not be able to attend the BOF meeting.
Continuing Business

Permits for coastal projects-nothing to report.
Open Space Properties: Identification and Oversight
Blomquist stated that he received the map of Branford Open Space properties and that he has reviewed the map several times. There are 108 open space properties in Branford.   He has requested a map of 10 properties.  He reviewed several of the properties, including parcels on Burban Drive, Howard Street and Reynolds Lane.  Horne stated that several signs should be placed on Reynolds.   Blomquist suggested that the maps should be kept together and available for reference at the Town Hall.   He briefly discussed several other open space properties, including a parcel behind Clancy’s Funeral Home.  Horne explained that he encouraged the town to accept that site due to flooding problems,- a drainage swale comes down from the wetlands behind Clancy’s and ends up, through pipes and storm drains, at Palmerwoods Circle which has historically experienced flooding.  He believed that it may have some potential for storm water management.  Blomquist stated that he hoped to get DPW involved in the posting of signs.  Horne suggested that Commission members visit the properties to see if locations exist to hang the signs without the aid of DPW.  He suggested that the Commission visit the sites on a bi-yearly basis.  Howe suggested that they enlist the help of DPW where possible.   Commission members briefly discussed the possibility of signs being posted on beaches where town use is allowed.  Commission members will post signs when the weather improves.
Proposed developments and other building projects
Cooke property -Horne reported that the potential development is now on the south side of Route 1 only.

Tabor Drive-the lawyer for the developer will appear on March 22nd to present his proposal.  Horne reported that it would be a several meeting process that will include the RTM and Planning and Zoning.  Approximately 275 market rate units are proposed in 24 unit buildings (11-12 buildings on 45 acres).  Development would be close to the landfill.  The plan includes developer returning the Town’s money, erecting the playing fields, and posting a bond for future possible lawsuits due to contamination.  A town meeting, similar to the one held on the Queach property, may occur.

Founders Village-Horne reported that due to the affordable housing aspect, the developers are allowed to submit a modification.  The public hearing on the modification will be held Thursday before the Planning and Zoning Commission.

Linden Avenue-Horne reported that an old marine railway is present behind Linden Avenue.  The current property owners are trying to restore the marsh.  A Special Exception for limited commercial activity in a residential zone has been applied for and includes use of the rail to remove and store boats. The property owner is also proposing floating docks.  Horne’s only objection to the application is future use of the property in the event that the current owners move.  Howe concurred, stating that this is not the place for a commercial marina.   Howe moved that Horne represent the commission’s position on the project before Planning and Zoning.  Davis seconded the motion which carried 8-0-2 with Myjak and Sullivan abstaining.  Horne will raise concerns about the impact to the marsh and future regulatory concerns.  He stated that although he knows and respects the property owners, he could not refrain from commenting on the possible implications of the application.  Members will e-mail comments to Horne.
Invasive plant control-Sullivan reported that he has spoken to All Habitat representatives who expressed an interest in euonymus removal at the supply ponds in the spring and possible phrag removal in other areas in Town.  Horne stated that money remains in this year’s budget and added that phrag removal would be better suited to the fall.  An invoice should be submitted by June.  The Land Trust is planning a work party for April 28th on the Vedder property for invasives removal.  
Peter Kaminsky Memorial- Kaminsky met with John Miller of Autographix.  She presented photos to the Commission of the monument and wording to be engraved as suggested by Peter’s wife.  She will present the project to Cheryl Morris.  The cost will be approximately $500.00.   “Dogwood Trees planted in memory of Peter Kaminsky” will also be engraved on the monument.  
Vision Project
Bids have been received; cost may be up around $100,000.   The plan, according to Town Planner Shirley Rasmussen, is an umbrella plan which would include the Plan of Conservation and Development.
Reports

Select Committee for Open Space Acquisition

Bova property on Queach Rd-Horne oriented the Commission to the location of the former access path.   Parks and Open Space Chairman Ainsley Highman has conveyed that the only possibility on acquiring the ROW is adverse possession.  Blomquist stated that the RWA reserved two building lots, one of which blocked access.  Laurel Hill Road is currently the only access.  Grant money has been appropriated for the trails.  Blomquist would like to discuss the issue with the property owner.  Horne stated that, according to Highman, another potential access has been identified.

Horne reported that 24 foreclosures have been undertaken in Branford.  The Town has acquired a piece of salt marsh at 669-673 Leetes Island Road.  Horne said that the Commission should comment on the parcel and recommend that it go to the Land Trust.  Howe moved that it be recommended to the Selectwoman that the Williams parcel of salt marsh and the wetland on 19-37 Gould Lane go to the Land Trust.  Davis seconded. The motion carried unanimously, 9-0.
ATV Control-an ATV registration act is currently being proposed.  Horne will e-mail information to the commission as it is received; they were urged to have their opinions known to State Representative Peter Panaroni. 
Phase II Stormwater Committee-an ordinance is currently being developed, at the last RTM meeting, a nuisance discharge ordinance was enacted.  
Proposed Plan of Conservation and Development- The plan has been combined with the Vision Project; recommendations on proposed Open Space have been requested.  Jarvis Creek, Sybil Creek, the Supply Ponds, Pisgah Brook were examples of areas with high value as open space by Horne. 

East Main St. (behind St. Agnes Cemetery) Howe reported the movement of heavy equipment on property that he believed was owned by St. Agnes Cemetery.  Horne stated that he had reason to believe that the town owned a piece of the property; Surveyor Larry Fisher found a reference to it.  Horne will look into the matter.  
Clean Energy Task Force-
Sullivan reported that 304 residents have now signed up, earning the town 6 kilowatts of panels. The Town Hall, Volunteer Services Center, and Canoe Brook have been suggested as recipients.   A “kick off “event will take place to get residents involved.  A consultant will visit the sites and make recommendations.  
Library displays
“Green Island Cottage” (independent) will be Mathews’ new display at the library (compost toilet, etc); she will also have solar aspects to her project.   Commission members discussed methods of solar energy.  Mathews is still working on the list of books for the library.  Blomquist and Kaminsky will chose books from the DEP catalogue.  Saulys suggested Ken Metzler’s latest vegetation book.    
Other Business for Discussion
Website Hannon will continue to work on finding animation.
Quarry Lease-Morris, Marcus, Anderson and his attorney, Chapman, Schwannfelder and Hall met to negotiate the lease. 
Plastic Bag Recycling
Mathews stated that A&P has put up signs advertising alternatives to plastic bags.  She suggested that the Commission write a letter to A & P to encourage them to charge for plastic bags.  Kaminsky moved to have Mathews draft a letter.  Sullivan seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 9-0. 
The Branford Festival is the weekend of June 16th.  The Clean Energy Task Force will set up a booth with the Conservation Commission, the Land Trust, and the Branford River Project.  The CC will cover the CETF.

Saulys reported that she priced the panels for the botanical display.  It was put together for under $500.00.  By commission consensus, she can order the materials. 
Howe reported that an ice seal was sighted at Long Marsh Creek.
Adjournment
Kaminsky moved to adjourn @ 9:15 the motion was seconded by Hannon and carried unanimously.
Respectfully Submitted, 
Laura Magaraci

Conservation & Environment Commission Clerk 
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