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Branford Conservation and Environment Commission


P.O. Box 150


Branford Town Hall


Branford, Connecticut


Minutes

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2007

7:30 P.M. CANOE BROOK SENIOR CENTER


11 CHERRY STREET, BRANFORD, CT

Seated:  Co Chairs Bill Horne & Karyl Lee Hall, Bob Davis, Eleanor Saulys Lindsay Mathews Art Howe, Carol Kaminsky, Chris Sullivan
The meeting was called to order @ 7:33 p.m.
Approval of June minutes –Howe moved to approve as amended.  Davis seconded the motion which carried unanimously.     

Correspondence and Announcements-The Spring issue of the Habitat was distributed; CACIWC is looking for nominations for awards; correspondence from the DEP was also received as was the latest edition of Town & City.  
Budget: Current fiscal year & 2007/2008 Budget-nothing to report
Continuing Business

Permits for coastal projects-Howe reported on the following properties:

39 Flying Point Rd permit was issued.

265 Thimble Island RD & 179 Thimble Island Rd have been received.

220 Pleasant Point Rd-no construction

Halstead Lane-no construction

Blackstone Avenue-no construction 

32 Seventh Avenue-no change

DiGuilian property-no change

259 Linden Avenue- permit withdrawn

Johnson Point Rd-no change
Howe submitted an invoice for mileage.

Horne reported that $20,000 have been received from a fine issued to a Flying Point Road resident who placed a wall without a permit; the funds will go to place a dyke/boardwalk on Land Trust property. 
Open Space Properties: Identification and Oversight

Horne reported that property owners at the end of Oak Hollow Road have extended their lawn to Town property.  Commission members discussed which action would be the most appropriate. Horne will check the subdivision map to try to establish boundaries.  The lawn borders a treed swamp wetland.     
Proposed developments and other building projects
Churchill & Banks will be before the Inland Wetlands Commission in September. Horne stated that a PDD proposal is planned.  Hall stated that her belief is that the parcel should be utilized as a mixed use area, not sprawling development.  Hall suggested that members attend the P & Z meeting.
Horne also reported that a subdivision proposal has been discussed for Harbor Street.  A section of salt marsh may be donated to the Land Trust.   Commission members discussed Coastal Area Management regulations.   

Laurel Hill/Brushy Plains Rd-subdivision currently before Inland Wetlands.     The parcel is above the headwaters of Pine Gutter Brook.   A variance is being applied for minimum square.  
Invasive plant control.
Sullivan stated that a cutting occurred at the Supply Ponds on Saturday expanding the cut area from last fall.  A Boy Scout Troop will pull out seedlings during an upcoming camping trip.  Saulys expressed an interest in removing phragmites in Branford Point; she will contact Carol Lemmon on how to acquire a DEP permit for herbicide use.
Peter Kaminsky Memorial-Kaminsky distributed photos of the proposed plaque design, which will be placed by Autographix; one of the dogwoods is not doing well.  Saulys requested that natives be planted on Town Open Space (Jenny Lind) property and that invasives be removed.  On the property in question, no maintenance funds have been allotted.  Blomquist stated that he has been maintaining the area.  Horne stated that the item should be placed on a future agenda.  Maintenance schedules & funds are needed to maintain plantings on Town Open Space.  Saulys explained that Trusts work better than grants for long term care.   Blomquist reported that DPW is placing the walkway on South Montowese Street using the funds applied for by Town Engineer Janice Plaziak in 1999.   A sign has also been placed.  
Vision Project-Hall reported that the committee is focused on the goals of the Town over the next 30 years; quality of life, including preservation of resources and the economy.  An Outreach session will occur next Tuesday to discuss natural resources.  Hall will bring literature when it is available.  The Natural Resources Inventory will be added to the next agenda.  
Reports
Select Committee for Open Space Acquisition-has not met.
ATV Control-nothing to report.
Phase II Stormwater Committee-nothing to report
Clean Energy Task Force-Meeting was held on September 4.   Smith attended an will get Sterling project engaged to buy energy in order to ultimately place solar panels; a letter is being drafted to the Selectman to request that the town use 20% renewable energy by 2008.  Mathews stated that they were commended by Sterling for signing up more residences than any other town doing similar events (Branford Festival).  Sullivan stated that the town is being encouraged to look at hybrid cars.
Library displays- The Branford Review will be doing a story on Lindsay’s display running in September.
Other Business for Discussion
Balloon releases-Hannon wrote via an e-mail that the Chamber of Commerce was made aware of the problem.  Horne suggested that the follow up for next year’s festival should begin now.  Several Real Estate companies have been blowing up helium balloons which subsequently get released.  By Commission consensus; the commission will follow up with the Chamber of Commerce.   Matthews stated that fines for releasing balloons in New Hampshire can reach $500.00. 
Tree Cutting-Mathews stated that a request to cut down an Oak tree was received by the Short Beach Civic Association.  The tree was cut down while an answer to her request from the Civic Association was pending.  The tree was part of a civic movement planted twenty years ago.  The tree which is on RT. 142 was actually a tree on state property.  It will need to be replaced. 
Mathews is writing a letter regarding the importance of trees environmentally and psychologically.  Her hope is that people will become educated on the importance of trees.  
Mill Plain Road-Hall reported that 3-4 mature trees (Sugar Maples) will be taken down for the DOT project.  Kurt Schwannfelder has requested the Commission’s backing in saving, or at least replacing, the trees.  Hall asked if it was o.k. if a letter went out from the Commission supporting the “saving” of the trees.  Horne reported that the trees are not healthy, according to DPW.  He reported that the northern most tree is showing signs of stress.   Hall stated that even if they have to come down, they should be replaced.   By Commission Consensus, Hall will send a letter to the appropriate party and cc’d to the DOT.     
Adjournment. 
 Saulys moved to adjourn @ 9:09.  Sullivan seconded the motion which carried unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
Laura Magaraci

Conservation & Environment Commission Clerk
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