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Branford Conservation and Environment Commission


P.O. Box 150


Branford Town Hall


Branford, Connecticut


Minutes

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2, 2008

7:30 P.M. CANOE BROOK SENIOR CENTER


11 CHERRY STREET, BRANFORD, CT

Seated:  Co-chairs Karyl Lee Hall and Bill Horne, Bob Davis, Lindsay Mathews, Art Howe, Judy Myjak, and Chet Blomquist. 
Chairman Horne called the meeting to order @ 7:35pm.

Approval of Minutes- March 5, 2008.  Hall moved to accept the minutes as amended. Davis seconded the motion; Horne abstained. Carried, 6-0-1
Correspondence and Announcements
Co -Chair Horne reported on a nesting birds project; wetlands work will begin soon at the “pretzel” (the permit is being reissued).  A detention basin will be created to avoid flooding problems on Rt. One; a new 6’ diameter culvert will help to alleviate the flooding issues. 
Bio-Diversity Day 2003 report copy was received. 
Budget: 2007/2008 Horne requested an allotment to the Land Trust.  Six hundred dollars will go towards the greenhouse gas inventory.  Howe received 19.00 for gas expenditures.  All Habitat invasives project will cost $1000.00.  Board clerk will be paid. $150.00 for trail markers; the Clean Energy Task Force will pay for the fees.  Hall will call Jim Finch regarding the proposed budget. 
Continuing Business:
Permits for coastal projects.  Horne reported that Danny Shapiro on Linden Avenue has received the necessary permits for a rail to remove his catamaran and store kayaks/canoes
Open Space Properties: Identification and Oversight-nothing to report.
Proposed developments and other building projects-
Regarding Churchill and Banks, East Main Street, Horne reported that the Inland Wetlands Commission will not be issuing a permit, but an advisory letter due to the fact that the application is for a PDD.  Founders Village is under appeal; invasives are being removed on the Tabor property in order to determine what is actually there while plans are being developed.   The summer field trip may take place on that property.  The DOT will be contacted regarding possible signage. 
Invasive plant control- invasives control at the Supply Ponds.  Horne has spoken to Sullivan who would like to continue the Euonymus removal at the Supply ponds by All Habitat.  Horne will direct Sully to submit an invoice to Hall.
Peter Kaminsky Memorial-Blomquist stated that the memorial is done, though the edge is not cemented to the stone and needs to be sealed.  Branford River Gateway has been completed. 
Gateway- Blomquist stated that he met with DPW regarding the Gateway project and that an announcement should be made in the paper and a “celebration” scheduled to include other groups essential to the completion of the project, including the Scenic Roads Committee.    Hall will bring up the prospect of signs at the next Scenic Roads meeting. Blomquist will contact Kline regarding his availability for a dedication.
Vision Project-Hall stated that the plan will be submitted to various town commissions to guide the Commissions. 
Proposed Plan of Conservation and Development-once a draft is complete, public meetings will be held and the final submitted to the RTM for acceptance or requests for approvals. 
Horne suggested that members visit the COG website for preliminary reports on transit. 
Reports:
Select Committee for Open Space Acquisition-the committee voted to recommend that the Piper property on Laurel Hill Road be acquired. 
ATV Control-Hall stated that she observed Atv’s crossing Leetes Island Road towards the Land Trust Property.
Phase II Stormwater Committee-nothing to report; Magaraci will get status for next meeting. 


Clean Energy Task Force-ICLEI-  Ferretti has had one applicant and will hire that person.   The solar panel installation will be going out to bid.  A solar panel on loan will be at the Branford Festival.   The accomplishments of the Clean Energy Task Force were honored at a recent luncheon.   
Library books donations-ongoing. 
Other Business for Discussion-
Atlantic wire.  CFE got involved regarding illegal discharges.  
Hall stated that the Commission should take a more active in the environmental enforcements in Branford, including the DEP so that they may take a role.  Commission members discussed the Atlantic Wire violations and a means to discuss and oversee environmental NOVs.  An agenda item will be added for next month.  Myjak will check the Town Charter and have handouts available at the Branford Festival.   
Adjournment
By consensus at 9:10 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted

Laura Magaraci

Conservation and Environmental Commission Clerk.
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