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Branford Conservation and Environment Commission


P.O. Box 150


Branford Town Hall


Branford, Connecticut


MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2007

7:30 P.M. CANOE BROOK SENIOR CENTER


11 CHERRY STREET, BRANFORD, CT

The meeting was called to order @ 7:35 by Co-chair Bill Horne

Seated:  Co-chairs Bill Horne and Karyl Lee Hall,   Commissioners Chris Sullivan, Art Howe, Chet Blomquist, Carol Kaminsky, Eleanor Saulys, Bob Davis.

Approval of January Minutes 
Saulys moved to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded by Sullivan and carried unanimously with Horne abstaining. 

Correspondence and Announcements
Registry of Soils Scientists has been received; a second notice from CACIWC regarding the membership fee, a Purple Loosestrife control beetle workshop will be held March 10 at Blackstone.  (Member Saulys cautioned that the beetles have been known to feed on an endangered species).  The CAWS workshop is upcoming; forms are available for Commission members.  A letter from the IWC to the homeowners association of Sybil Creek regarding maintenance of invasives has been received as has a copy of the Cease & Correct order issued on 56 Queach Road for clearing on Town property. Newsletters regarding stormwater and  right of way management by C, L, & P have been received (ROW exists over the ridge to School Ground Rd and parallels the Supply Ponds, Wards Mill Pond and 1-95 to North Branford)  Town and City, from Connecticut Conference of Municipalities has also been received.  
Budget: 2007/2008 
Hall submitted and reviewed the proposed budget for 2007/2008.  The meetings budget has been expanded to allow members to attend more educational workshops; $1,000 has been proposed to be allotted to the website; Scenic Roads is working on a project to replace/care for trees. Supplies- Saulys stated that further copies of the Natural Resource Inventory will eventually be needed.  A Natural Resource Inventory Update line item will be added in the amount of $500.00. ($400 was taken out of meetings and $100.00 out of supplies to make up for it).  

Davis moved to approve the budget.   Kaminsky seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
Budget: Current Fiscal Year

Hall reported that $3, 987 remains after trees are purchased and the board clerk invoice comes in.  Saulys stated that she has a display designed for the Botanical Society which is portable and can be used for the Festival and in the library.  She will check on the price and report back.  Kaminsky offered to work on the assembly.    Some of the remaining funds will be allotted for  euonymus removal at Supply Pond Preserve or control of phragmites at Parker Park.  Saulys stated that she would like to see more Hawthorn planted instead of invasive Barberry.  Sullivan will speak to All Habitat.
Continuing Business

Permits for coastal projects. Howe presented an invoice for 44 miles.  Kaminsky moved to reimburse Howe. Hall seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  
Howe reported on the following projects: 

259 Linden Avenue-no construction at the time.  Dredging in Maltby cove was discussed. 

Ferry Lane-work is ongoing; the dock is not yet started
220 Pleasant Point Road-revised application, no construction at the present time

12 Summer Island Point, construction not yet started. 

Johnson’s Point (Loeb property)-The DEP enforcement is being appealed by the homeowner.
251 Linden Avenue-a vegetative swale permit has been granted by the DEP.  Horne reviewed the history of the site within IWC jurisdiction.

Open Space Properties: Identification and Oversight- Horne stated that his intention is to create a list, inspect the properties and place signs.  He reported on encroachment occurring on the open space at Autumn Ridge.  The wet meadow should be mowed annually, according to Saulys.  Horne reported that the town is working on a system that would allow them access the Town’s GIS system from home. Horne stated that his intention was to create a list of properties for inspection and placing of signs, but he has not been able to do so because of other demands on his time. Blomquist will take over the duties of compiling the list Town Open Space Properties.  
Proposed developments and other building projects
Cooke property - Horne stated that the developer has abandoned plans for the north side.  

Tabor Drive-Horne reported that the property taken by eminent domain has been sent by the

Court to try to reach a settlement.  An RTM meeting will take place on the item in the near future.  Under the proposed agreement, 45 acres would be returned to the owners and 24 to the town with a 9.2 acre buffer between the properties.  The Town would be reimbursed for legal fees.  The trial would be postponed until August.  To counteract injury lawsuits due to the possible toxicity of the site, a fund would be established. New England Estates would garner the approvals..  It is rumored that the project would be turned over to Avalon Bay.
Invasive plant control-nothing new to report
Peter Kaminsky Memorial-Markers at the Orchard House with metal plates were investigated by Kaminsky.  Horne stated that Autographix can make the plates.  Kaminsky will bring a proposal to the next meeting.  
Vision Project- RFQs have been sent out for consultant services.  Hall will e-mail the proposal to any members interested in reading it. 
Reports
Select Committee for Open Space Acquisition-Blomquist read from the minutes of the meeting:
Helen Road - 2.4 acres will be conveyed now. The proposal included a provision that an additional 8.2 acres would be conveyed when a building permit was granted to a new owner. 

Zuwalik Property on Brushy Plains Road was discussed.  The property consists of 20 acres of former farmland
Bowhay Hill Rd-Land Trust members walked the property and were very excited at the prospect of acquiring the property for open space. Blomquist voiced his interest in having it become part of the Greenway trail. Members interested in walking the site should contact Beth Dock of the Land Trust.  

Members briefly discussed the possible reconfiguration of Town Hall Drive.  The plan of Conservation and Development would have to be revised.  Hall stated that closing Town Hall Drive would lend it more of a “Plaza” atmosphere.  Howe reported that 2 of the Norway Maples would have to come down in that proposal. 
ATV Control-Horne reported Pat Widlitz has asked for legislation that would require 
ATV’s to be registered.
Phase II Stormwater Committee-Ordinance is still being discussed.  It is on Rules and Ordinances agenda. 
Proposed Plan of Conservation and Development-ongoing
Clean Energy Task Force-A Community Energy representative came to the Task Force meeting; every resident who signs up qualifies the Town for $20.00 in funding.  Community Energy uses funding for windmills, etc.   Hall stated that the unexpressed cost of “cheap” coal is higher than purchasing renewable energy (disease, pollutants, etc.).  Sullivan stated that the Community Energy rep disclosed to them that they are using funding to build stronger windmills.  
Library displays-Mathews will create a display at the library.
Other Business for Discussion
Website-Hannon, who could not attend the meeting, will work on the website (finding animation, etc).  Hall showed the map with the vernal pools.
Quarry Lease-Administrative Services received a response from Doug Anderson which stated that he is not interested in negotiating; that he could not do what they asked for.  Another meeting will occur on the matter.  Anderson is currently an “assignee”.  Further negotiations will occur.  
Autumn Ridge-Open Space Management Plan-discussed under Open Space Properties: Identification and Oversight 
Clearing and landscaping in common open space at Hunting Ridge Farms
Horne stated that it is one of the first open space subdivisions in Branford.  Clearing has occurred in the Open Space area.  The IWC has asked for comment.  Horne visited the site. He presented the landscape architect’s plan.  Current conditions are that all of the topsoil has been stripped-mulch was put in its place.  Horne stated that the upland review area should be returned to its natural state.  Saulys reported that all of the under-story is gone; Euonymus clippings have been tossed there.  Horne suggested that the canopy be replaced and that clearing needs to stop. Red and White Oaks, Hickories and Maples should be planted with Dogwoods and Azaleas spread throughout.  Saulys reported that erosion problems are a concern.  Canopy trees, shrubs, saplings (4 trees are dead on the house side of the pond) have been cleared.  Horne will write an advisory letter to the IWC stating that the area should go back to its natural state with planting to include ferns for ground cooling and cover.   
Closing of trail across the Bova property to Pisgah Brook Preserve
Horne reported that there was an access path through the back of the property which was never an official deeded ROW.  The new owner will close off the trail for liability reasons. The Town could make the argument that it has been using the land for years (adverse possession); he asked if the Commission should comment?   Horne will talk to Ainsley Highman of Parks and Open Space about discussing the matter with the homeowner’s insurance company.
Adjournment.

Sullivan moved to adjourn at 9:30 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Kaminsky and carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Magaraci

Conservation and Environment Commission Clerk
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