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Branford Conservation and Environment Commission


P.O. Box 150


Branford Town Hall


Branford, Connecticut


MINUTES

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2007
Seated:  Chair Karyl Lee Hall, Chet Blomquist, Lindsay Matthews, Art Howe, Chris Sullivan, Bob Davis, Karen Hannon, Eleanor Saulys, and Judy Myjak.
Hall called the meeting to order @ 7:35 p.m. and welcomed new member Judy Myjak. 
Approval of December minutes.
Saulys moved to approve the minutes.  Hannon seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 8-0. 
Correspondence and Announcements-The Habitat was handed out to members.  There were no other announcements.
Budget: Current fiscal year

Karyl Lee Hall reviewed the budget and spending.  A portion of the remaining funds will go to the website. Work on the upcoming budget will begin soon. 
Continuing Business

Permits for coastal projects-nothing to report.

Open Space Properties: Identification and Oversight- 

Autumn Ridge- Hall stated that it is an ongoing problem that homeowners “absorb” ownership of open space.  Mowing has occurred on the site.   Horne had suggested an educational session with homeowners to let them know where the boundaries are and what is or is not allowed.  Saulys oriented the Commission to the site location and reported that mowing has occurred adjacent to and west of the rear portion of the Veterans Park property.  She said that she would be willing to go out and place the open space signs.  The area in question is a wet meadow and there is no existing place to hang the signs.  She stated that she would be willing to put the signs up and would like to set up an annual mowing schedule with the Department of Public Works.  Hall stated that it is a good idea that the commission is involved in the educational end of the problem.  She asked for suggestions on what the educational talk would focus on;   for example, a management technique appropriate for each property.  Saulys stated that having the signs up will help, but that the Commission is not in the business of implementing management plans.  Commission members discussed having Saulys place the signs, which read “Branford Open Space.”  It was decided that Saulys will visit the site and report back on on-site conditions as they relate to sign placement.
Development Projects-nothing to report. 

Invasive plant control. Sullivan stated that there will be additional removal of Euonymus (Burning Bush) at the Supply Ponds next fall.  For the benefit of Myjak, Sullivan reviewed the invasives removal that occurred last fall at the Supply Ponds.

Peter Kaminsky Memorial-Hannon stated that Carol Kaminsky spoke with the Orchard House. There are several stones on site that may be used for engraving.  Kaminsky will bring photos to the next meeting.  The Dogwoods are doing well.
Vision-
Hall discussed the Vision concept; a decision has been made to merge the Plan of Conservation and Development plan with the Vision project- the Conservation and Development Plan will be part of the broader Vision project. They are developing an RFP to go out sometime before March.  Hall stated that Vision is a 30-year-plan, part of which is an implementation strategy.  The plan will be incorporated in part into the government of the town by ordinance or similar method.  The plan will have to be referred to for conformity.  Saulys voiced concerns that approaching the Conservation and Development Plan in such a manner loses the immediacy of a ten year plan.  Hall stated that there are no “teeth” in the Plan of Conservation and Development.  In the Vision project, one of the possibilities is to have it incorporated into the ordinances.  Hall expressed that she would like to see the plan be as viable as possible.  People will be going out into the community to ask questions.  Saulys reiterated that the ten year plan needs to be put into place and adhered to now, not well down the road.  Hall will convey Saulys’ concerns and explained that major outreach to the public to solicit information will occur in order that they may find out what residents are thinking in regards to the plan. 
Reports-
Select Committee for Open Space Land Acquisition- nothing to report
ATV Control- Blomquist stated that the situation seems to be better; Saulys concurred.  
Phase II Stormwater Committee-nothing to report.   
Proposed Plan of Conservation and Development- discussed under Vision.  Meetings will be held to gather information from both citizens and town Commissions.  Hall stated that there was sentiment on the committee to ensure that the Proposed Plan of Conservation and Development gets appropriate attention and importance. 
Clean Energy-
Sullivan stated that the Task Force met with the Clean Energy Fund regarding the siting of the solar panels. Town Hall, Blackstone Library, Canoe Brook will be considered as recipients of the panels.  The plan is to take 10 panels 3x5’ and have them installed to correspond with Earth Day.  Future panels accrued will be “banked” and used for a major project at one of the schools.  The Town has also earned $5,000.00 to be distributed to groups with clean energy projects or needs in mind. Commission members discussed recent publications regarding the possibility of coal once again becoming a main source of energy in Connecticut in order that energy companies may sell self-generated energy.
Tree City USA-Mathews reported that she has met with Dr Shirley McCarthy and discussed a program from the National Arbor Foundation on having Towns designated as a Tree City.  Myjak stated that there will come a time when homeowners will be forced to have trees on their properties. Mathews handed out a flyer on how municipalities can become a tree city, an ordinance is required.  She reported that Jack Kerpen of Public Works supports the project. A tree budget of $62,000.00 is needed to apply.   Mathews asked that the Conservation Commission support the formation of a tree commission.  Hall moved that the Commission support Branford becoming a Tree City.  The Commission voted unanimously to support the project.    
Saulys left at 8:35.
Other Business
Libraries- Mathews asked that members keep looking for interesting books.  Blomquist reported that the Greenway trail maps are now on display at the library.
Website- Hall stated that she is continuing to communicate with the web designer.  It will go up with a still photo, though Hall has been investigating and animated webpage.  Hannon will help Hall try to find the “Egg” designer from Channel 13.
Quarry Lease-Hall reported that it is still in the Administrative Services Committee.  Hall reported that the lawyers are still discussing the terms.  Hall has talked to Anderson on a certain aspect of the leases but has not gotten back to her as of yet. 

Open Space-Sullivan stated that the Commission should schedule a day and have a work party to install the signs.  Hall stated that the Commission needs a list.  The goal is 10 for the next meeting. 
Branford River Gateway Montowese & S. Montowese- for sidewalks. Blomquist reported that he spoke to Plaziak who told him that the State should pay the 20%.  Funds should be available to finish the project.   

Blomquist moved to adjourn @ 8:50p.m.  The motion was seconded by Hannon and carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Magaraci

Conservation & Environment Commission Clerk
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