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Branford Conservation and Environment Commission


P.O. Box 150


Branford Town Hall


Branford, Connecticut


MINUTES

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 2006

7:30 P.M. CANOE BROOK SENIOR CENTER


11 CHERRY STREET, BRANFORD, CT

Seated:  Co-chairs Karyl Lee Hall and Bill Horne, Chet Blomquist, Lindsay Mathews, Art Howe, Chris Sullivan, Carol Kaminsky, Karen Hannon
Approval of May Minutes

Blomquist motioned to approve the minutes as amended. Kaminsky seconded the motion which.  carried unanimously.

Correspondence and Announcements-none.
Budget: Current fiscal year-Hall reviewed the budget.  For remaining monies, Hall suggested that Horne & Hall spend $3,000.00 on the website.  They will request that Jen Payne get started on animation.  Magaraci will assist in the website.  Howe and Blomquist will submit bills for their gas mileage.  Mathews will submit an invoice for brochures for the festival.  Dogwood trees & plaque 129.98 for the trees, $50.00 installation charge; $500.00 will be granted for scenic roads.   Hall suggested that Town Ordinance books be purchased, the price is $1,048 for the books, which will be updated at no additional charge.  The books would remain with the commission.  Blomquist and Kaminsky will explore the possibility of larger Dogwood trees and having a landscaper plant them for Kaminsky’s memorial.  Howe motioned to allow Karyl Lee and Horne to utilize the remainder of the budget. The motion was seconded by Blomquist and   carried unanimously.

Commission Appointments-Sullivan will submit the Commission appointment letter.  Hannon will e-mail her updates. 
Continuing Business
Permits for coastal projects.

Howe reported that the seawall is down. He read a letter from the attorney representing the property owner regarding the seawall, which had requested an environmental review and an inspection of the wall.
130 Johnson’s Point Road –Howe reported that a violation exists.  The property owner will contact DEP for compliance.

Open Space Properties: Identification and Oversight-nothing to report.
Proposed developments and other building projects-Horne reported that the Founders Village project has been has been submitted to town regulatory commissions.
Laurel Hill Road Subdivision-Horne reported that the north side abuts Pisgah Brook Preserve, a strip alongside is being proposed.   Horne suggested that the Commission submit a letter on the steep slope and impacts of drainage.   He also stated that the monuments marking the boundaries should be up and inspected before site work begins.  Horne will testify at the P&Z meeting that they should require that the monuments be in place before site work begins. 
Invasive plant control-Sullivan reported that he has been working with David Roach on Euonymous and Barberry removal.  Maintenance and replanting will be involved, as will a budgetary yearly set-aside.  An informative sign explaining the procedure and about invasives will be erected; cuttings will be removed by the town.  Sullivan will discuss project with Ainsley Highman.  Horne stated that a bio-tech company would like to do an invasives removal work party on the Vedder tract on Pleasant Point Road on Thursday July 13, 2006.  

Peter Kaminsky Memorial-(discussed under budget)
20% by 2010 campaign - renewable energy electricity
Mathews stated that 25 towns are enrolled, 11 towns, including Branford, have enough enrollment to earn solar panels.  An announcement will come form the Selectman’s office that Branford has earned the credits.  The Green Dollhouse, which will be on display, was not in the opening of the show in New York but will be in the near future.  Mathews’ new Passive Solar Schoolhouse will be soon be ready for display.
Reports

Select Committee for Open Space Acquisition-no quorum existed at the last regular meeting.
ATV Control-nothing to report.
Phase II Stormwater Committee-Horne attended the May meeting.  The storm water ordinance was discussed.
Proposed Plan of Conservation and Development-Traffic issue meetings have been held, Center of Town focus meetings will be forthcoming. Blomquist stated that he attended and spoke about non-motorized use of travel lanes.  On June 27th,  there will be a meeting regarding transportation.  
Other Business for Discussion
Blackstone Library E-Link proposal-nothing to report
Website-Magaraci will scan in Nobel Proctor’s  vernal pool report.  
Laurel Hill Rd. Consideration of proposed open space set-aside for Laurel Hill Road 6-lot subdivision.-discussed above.
Queach property-Support letter for application to DEP for an open space grant.
Horne drafted a letter in support.  He will submit it on behalf of the Commission.  The application must be submitted before the property is closed on.   
Pipeline update-

The commission briefly discussed the pipeline issue.  Horne reported that the Attorney General will continue to try to get the applicant to garner all permits.  

Algae Control-Howe stated that he has been using barley straw in his pond to control algae.  He showed photos to the Commission.  He suggested using the bales in local ponds with algae problems.  Barley straw will not work on algae that is present, but will guard against new algae.  
Festival- An invasives display from Carol Lemmon will be there as will the trail display and Mathews’ solar house.  

Adjournment 
Hall motioned to adjourn @ 8:50.  The motion was seconded by Mathews and carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Laura Magaraci

Conservation and Environment Commission Clerk.
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