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Branford Conservation and Environment Commission


P.O. Box 150


Branford Town Hall


Branford, Connecticut


Minutes 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 2008

7:30 P.M. CANOE BROOK SENIOR CENTER


11 CHERRY STREET, BRANFORD, CT

Seated:  Co-Chair Karyl Lee Hall, Lindsay Mathews, Art Howe, Carol Kaminsky, Eleanor Saulys, Chet Blomquist, Robert Ferretti. 

Approval of Minutes-February 6, 2008 
Kaminsky moved to approve the minutes as amended.  Blomquist seconded the motion which carried unanimously
Correspondence and Announcements- Hall distributed information on an upcoming Rinkers seminar; an Audubon publication on birds, and the Soil & Water conservation newsletter.
Other Business for Discussion-Vernal pools research.
Vernal Pools:  Jeanne Andrew, a graduate student at UNH, attended and stated that she is interested in studying vernal pools in Branford.  She was a student of Richard Orson’s last year and became interested in the topic. She will utilize and compare data from  Noble Proctor’s study and attempt to correlate her findings with impacts human encroachment. Saulys will be her contact person.  She will report her findings to the Commission periodically.

Budget:   Hall suggested that the Commission request the same amount of money this year as last year.   A line item to pay a clerk for the Scenic Roads Committee will be included, updates to the Natural Resources Inventory will be proposed.   Saulys moved that Hall request the same amount of money for next year.  Kaminsky seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  

Continuing Business

Permits for coastal projects.

Howe reviewed the status of the following projects:

265 Thimble Island Road-no construction has taken place regarding the permit. 

179 Thimble Island Road-the dock is relatively new, no construction at the present time.

259 Linden Avenue-the owner wishes to remove a large boulder.

220 Pleasant Point Road-no construction

251 Linden Avenue-no construction

60 Goodsell Point-no construction

14 Esther Place-no construction

Johnson Point-no change, currently under appeal

1 Halstead Lane-no construction

Open Space Properties: Identification and Oversights
Proposed developments and other building projects
East Main Street, Churchill and Banks, is currently before the Inland Wetland Commission. 

Invasive plant control-Hall will speak to Chris Sullivan regarding the projects. 
Peter Kaminsky Memorial-Kaminsky reported that the project is ongoing, a typo appeared on the plaque. 

Vision Project-Hall reported that many residents with “green” ideas have offered input. 
Reports

Select Committee for Open Space Acquisition
Blomquist reported that the DiLeo Family has donated the fields on Laurel Hill Road.
ATV Control

Phase II Stormwater Committee-nothing to report
Proposed Plan of Conservation and Development-the plan has not as yet been finalized. 
Clean Energy Task Force
Mathews reported that the high school has been chosen to receive the solar panels.  The project will go out to bid. 
ICLEI
Mathews stated that she is working on a project to conduct a residential, commercial, and municipal Greenhouse gases Inventory working with ( ICLEI).  A $3,000 stipend will be paid to a qualified person to perform the inventory and use the software. Students will be considered, Ferretti will inform students at Yale.  The inventory will take approximately 3-4 months.  Emission reduction targets will be calculated from the data.  Ferretti stated that the State has conducted two greenhouse gases inventory; other towns are coming up with similar goals.  It is a three step process as follows:

· Establish where are the emissions coming from

· Adopt an emission reduction target

· Utilize the information to set policy

ICLEI requires that an elected official and a contact person needs to be involved.  Terry Elton may be the contact for Branford. A work space will be set up for the researcher.  Mathews stated that soon these inventories will be mandatory and that Branford will have had a head start. 
Howe moved to allot the funds.  Kaminsky seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

Library books donations-Hall and Ferretti will propose ideas. 
Adjournment
By consensus At 8:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Laura Magaraci

Conservation & Environment Commission Clerk 
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