 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Branford Conservation and Environment Commission


P.O. Box 150


Branford Town Hall


Branford, Connecticut

Minutes

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2006

7:30 P.M. CANOE BROOK SENIOR CENTER


11 CHERRY STREET, BRANFORD, CT

Seated:  Co-chairs Karyl Lee Hall and Bill Horne, Members Bob Davis, Art Howe, Chet Blomquist, Carol Kaminsky, Lindsay Mathews, Chris Sullivan.

The meeting was called to order @ 7:38 p.m.

Approval of September Minutes
Mathews moved to accept the minutes as amended.   The motion was seconded by Howe and carried unanimously.
Correspondence and Announcements- The passive solar grade school is being exhibited at the Children’s Garbage Museum in Hartford, with credit to Lindsay and the Commission.

Shoreline Greenway Trail is holding a Family Fitness Fair on Saturday, Oct. 14 at Branford High School.  
Budget: Current fiscal year – no expenditures during the past month
Continuing Business

Permits for coastal projects.
39 Ferry Lane – Howe received a modification (addition) to the previous application.

Open Space Properties: Identification and Oversight- Nothing to report.  
Proposed developments and other building projects. 

Founders Village is being considered by both the Inland Wetlands and the Planning & Zoning Commissions.
The Inland Wetlands Commission has received a site plan for a subdivision of the property at 16 Pleasant Point Road to create another house lot.  Since this is the second subdivision of the property, there will be an open space set-aside required.  Normally, this would be a fee in lieu of open space, since the subdivided property is less than 10 acres.  In this case, the property abuts an existing open space parcel (Branford Land Trust Welsh parcel, 1.81 acres), which could be enlarged.  The Commission authorized Horne to recommend to Town Planner Rasmussen that it would like to see a small area be accepted as an open space set-aside to be added to the Land Trust property.
Invasive plant control-Member Sullivan reported that he and the Parks & Open Space Authority have an agreement with All Habitat Services to remove invasive plants from an area of about one acre.  Volunteers will cut off the plants on a Saturday and All Habitat will come the next day and spray the cut stumps with triclopyr (Brush-be-gone).
Peter Kaminsky Memorial-It was suggested that a plaque should be placed by the trees that were planted in memory of Peter Kaminsky.  Carol Kaminsky will inquire of the First Selectman about permission, and look into possible styles and text for the plaque.  
Reports

Select Committee for Open Space Acquisition-nothing to report. 
ATV Control –Nothing to report.  
Phase II Stormwater Committee-an ordinance has been submitted to the RTM and referred to the Rules & Ordinances Committee. 
Proposed Plan of Conservation and Development-No further news since last month.  Horne will inquire of Shirley Rasmussen about the anticipated time line..
20% by 2010 campaign-Mathews reported that Branford has 132 full account equivalents enrolled in the program.  The Clean Energy Task Force held it’s first meeting and discussed locations for the first two 1 kW solar panels that the Town has earned.
Other Business for Discussion
Member Sullivan’s letter regarding the qualifications of the current Commission has been submitted.  

Website-nothing to report.
Branford River Gateway – The status of the state grant for the improvements around the Montowese St. Bridge was discussed.  The remaining work includes some sidewalk work on the north side related to the location of a utility pole and the installation of a boardwalk along South Montowese St. between the bridge and Tabor Drive.  There is some confusion about how much money is still uncommitted.  DEP has recently said that there is $123,000 remaining, but the Finance Office indicated that Public Works still has to submit a bill for $77,000, and that there is only $20,000-$30,000 left.  Hall will find out the true facts.
Adjournment.
Motion to adjourn at 9:10 p.m. by Horne.  The motion was seconded by Howe and carried unanimously.
Respectfully Submitted, 

Laura Magaraci

Conservation & Environment Commission Clerk
2
3

